Tuesday March 31, 2009

April 6th: MEETING:
PROGRAM:

“Club Assembly”
Topic: Brat Stand Plans

Greeter: Blake Fritz
Invocation: Rob Gooze
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Scheduled Programs & Events

April 13:
Service Opportunities —

2010 Census: Dan Elsass

April 20th:
Autism

Ricky Vasquez

April 21st:
Board Meeting

7:00 a.m. Alt-N-Bach’s

April 27th:
TBA

Our own noted
author, Steve
Busalacchi, has hit
the publishers list
once again.

See page 2.

Yesterday’s Program...

Fighting Poverty: Rotaract Goes Beyond Theory
By Steve Busalacchi

Out of the classroom and [
into the world. That’s what
Rotaract—the Rotary service
club for young people—can do
for students like Matt Werner.
The Edgewood College
Sociology major returned a more
enlightened person, after a 10-
day trip to Cuernavaca, Mexico,
in January. He was among eight
students and two faculty mem-
bers to explore what it means to
be impoverished and what can be
done about it.

Poverty is never a simple foe to
vanquish, especially in Mexico, where corruption is rampant and there is
little faith in government, says Werner.

While in Mexico, the students learned about social justice, Mexican
values, the history of Mexico/US relations and economic policies that
affect the poor. Some lessons aren’t so clear cut, either, suggests Werner.

For example, the Zapatistas have been fighting the Mexican
government for two decades. And while some may consider the rebels a
terrorist outfit, others see them as a group desperately defending poor,
indigenous people. Much of the conflict is rooted in discrimination.

“There are racial disparities in Mexico, too,” says Werner.

After his experience, Werner seems convinced that social justice
can be achieved by taking measures to strengthen the poor via community
development and unions.

For more information about Rotarac, see www.rotaract.org.

Matt Werner
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Madison South Rotary......A New Generation Club Making a Difference

To access MSR’s Yahoo Group Website: Go to: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/madisonsouthrotary/
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